HISTORY OF

AMAN SERIES OF MULTINATIONAL MARITIME EXERCISE
Pakistan Navy has
been interacting with
regional and extraregional navies through
joint, bilateral and
multilateral exercises.
Exercise AMAN is a
Multinational Exercise
with friendly regional
and extra-regional
navies to enhance
interoperability and
mutual understanding.
Exercise AMAN is
organized by Pakistan
Navy biennially
since 2007. Exercise
AMAN-21 is seventh of
Multinational Exercise
AMAN series. The
participation details of
Exercise AMAN series
since 2007 are as under:
AMAN-07: First
Exercise was held in
March 2007. During
AMAN-07, total of 28
countries participated
with naval assets and
29 observers 14 x ships
from China, UK, Italy,
France, Malaysia and
Bangladesh joined the
exercise. In addition,
SOF/EOD teams
from Turkey, USA
and Bangladesh also
participated.
AMAN-09: Second
Exercise of AMAN

series was held in
March 2009. Total of 24
countries participated in
the exercise with naval
assets and 35 observers,
14 x ships from China,
USA, UK, France,
Malaysia, Australia
and Bangladesh and 2
x aircraft (P-3C) from
Japan participated in the
exercise. In addition,
SOF/EOD teams from
China, USA, Turkey,
Nigeria and Bangladesh
also participated in the
exercise.
AMAN-11: Third
Exercise of the AMAN
series was conducted
from 8-12 March 2011.
During this exercise, 28
countries participated
with naval assets and
43 observers. Total
of 11 x Ships from
Australia, China,
France, Indonesia, Italy,
Malaysia, Saudi Arabia
and USA participated. 3
x aircraft from Australia
& Japan and 3 Marines/
SOF/EOD teams from
China, Turkey and USA
also participated during
the Exercise AMAN-11.
AMAN-13: AMAN-13
was the 4th exercise of
AMAN series and was
conducted from 4-8

March 2013, During
this exercise, total of 29
countries participated
12 x foreign ships, 2
x Japanese P3Cs, 9
SOF/EOD teams, 5
senior officers from
participating navies
and 36 observers
participated in the
exercise.
AMAN-17: AMAN-17
conducted in February
2017. During the
exercise, 12 x ships
from Australia, China,
Indonesia, Russia,
Sri Lanka, Turkey,
UK and USA along
with 2 x P3Cs of
Japan participated. In
addition,
10 SOF/ EOD/ Marines
teams from China,
Indonesia, Malaysia,
Maldives, Russia, Sri
Lanka, Turkey and UK
also participated in the
exercise. A total of 33
countries participated in
the exercise alongwith
67 observers.
AMAN-19: conducted
in February 2019.
During the exercise, 11
x Ships from Australia,
China, Italy, Malaysia,
Oman, Sri Lanka,
Turkey, UK and USA
along with 1 x Ship

and 2 x P3Cs aircraft
of Japan participated
as Pre- AMAN.
Moreover, 15 SOF/
EOD/ Marines teams
from China, Indonesia,
Italy, Malaysia, Nigeria,
Poland, Sri Lanka,
Turkey, UK and USA
also participated in the
exercise. A total of 46
countries participated
in the exercise with
the said assets and 115
observers.
EXERCISE
OBJECTIVES
The Exercise in planned
with focused objectives,
which are as follows:
- Project positive image
of Pakistan as a country
contributing towards
regional peace and
stability.
- Consolidate PN’s
position in the regional
maritime arena.
- Enhancing
interoperability with
regional and extra
regional navies thereby
acting as a bridge
between the regions.
- Display of united
resolve against
terrorism and crimes in
maritime domain.
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Multinational Maritime Exercise
AMAN-21 was conducted by
Pakistan Navy from 11-16 Feb
2021 at Karachi, which was 7th
of Multinational Exercise AMAN
series. Navies from 43 countries
participated along with ships,
aircraft, SOF/ EOD/ Marines Teams
and observers in this exercise.
The Exercise was conducted in
two phases; the harbour phase
and the sea phase. The harbour
phase comprised Flag Hoisting
Ceremony, International Maritime
Conference, seminars, table talks,
cross ships visits, call ons, Maritime
Counter Terrorism Demonstration
and International Bands Display.
Whereas, the sea phase included
practical execution of operational
plans and activities finalized during
harbour phase.

Navy News 03

TOGETHER FOR PEACE

7

th

MULTINATIONAL MARITIME

EXERCISE

AMAN-21

04

FLAGS FLUTTERING & HEARTS BEATING TOGETHER,
43 NATIONS JOINING HANDS FOR HARMONY AND PEACEFUL CO-EXISTENCE

EX AMAN-21 FLAGS HOISTING CEREMONY

Navy News 05

An impressive and colorful Flags
Hoisting Ceremony was held
at Pakistan Navy Dockyard,
Karachi, to formally commence
the proceedings of Multinational
Maritime Exercise AMAN-21. A
large number of senior military
representatives from participating
countries, observers, diplomats and
Pakistan Navy officials attended
the ceremony. The opening of
the Exercise was marked with
simultaneous hoisting of Flags
of all the participating nations of
AMAN-21.
The Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi, in his message warmly
welcomed the participants of
Exercise AMAN-21, the 7th edition
of Pakistan Navy’s AMAN initiative.
The Admiral underlined that
the AMAN Exercise will provide
a medium to develop doctrinal
synergy to tackle maritime
security challenges and to enhance
interoperability amongst navies
at different pedestals of the
technological prowess to come
together and secure a sustainable
maritime
environment.
The
Naval Chief in his message also
highlighted
Pakistan
Navy’s
initiative of Regional Maritime
Security Patrols (RMSP) to fulfill
international obligations beside
protection of national interests
in the Indian Ocean Region and
emphasized that the camaraderie
generated herein will continue to
grow and bring us even closer to
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the cherished goals of realizing
regional
peace
and
shared
prosperity through collaborative
efforts.
Speaking
on
the
occasion,
Commander Pakistan Fleet, Rear
Admiral Naveed Ashraf warmly
welcomed all the participants and
thanked them for their enthusiastic
participation in the Exercise.
He sought their cooperation in
achieving the Exercise objectives
and hoped that the Exercise would
prove mutually rewarding for all.
While highlighting the importance
of the Exercise in enhancing
interoperability
between
the
navies, Commander Pakistan Fleet
praised the participating countries
for their support towards Pakistan’s
quest for peace and order at sea.
He also acknowledged the flags of
participating countries from across
the globe fluttering together as an
embodiment of the Exercise motto,
‘Together for Peace’.
AMAN-21, the 7th Exercise of the
AMAN series was held from 11-

16 February 2021. The exercise is
one of the mega events of Pakistan
Navy held biennially to signify the
commitment towards making seas
safer for positive human activities
while inviting regional and extra-

regional navies. This year the
AMAN Exercise is being attended
by 43 countries with ships, aircraft,
Special Operation Forces and a large
number of observers.
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WEBINARS ON AMAN-21

In order to promote Pakistan’s Dynamic initiative for peace & security cooperation, evolving
strategic environment in the indian ocean region and significance of Exercise AMAN-21
several webinars were conducted by elite think tanks and institutions of Pakistan.

Institute of Strategic
Studies Islamabad

Institute of Policy Studies

Centre for Global &
Strategic Studies (CGSS)

Maritime Study Forum
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POWERFUL DEMONSTR
& INTERNATIONAL BA
COMMITTED TO MAS
RESOLVE OF PEACE

A riveting International Bands
Display and Counter Terrorism
Demonstration were presented at
PNS QASIM Manora Karachi, aiming
to connect the countries through
cultural legacies. The military bands
from Sri Lanka, Tri Services of
Pakistan, Sindh Rangers and Coast
Guard played traditional and military
tunes. The fascinating melodies
were greatly appreciated by the
audience. Besides, an enthralling
Special Rifle Drill by Pak Marine was
also a part of the event displaying
excellent performance of spins and
expert maneuvers. Additionally,
Counter Terrorism Demonstration
was another forceful display of
strength and specialized skills by
Special Operations Forces (SOF) to
counter acts of maritime terrorism,
refine special operating procedures,

ATION OF SOF TEAMS
NDS DISPLAY
TERY & ONE COMMON

EX AMAN-21 WILL PROMOTE
REGIONAL COOPERATION
AND STABILITY, GREATER
INTEROPERABILITY AND UNITED
RESOLVE AGAINST TERRORISM
AND CRIMES IN MARITIME
DOMAIN
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exchange of professional expertise
and to enhance interoperability
with participating SOF teams.
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee, General Nadeem Raza
graced the event as Chief Guest
and highly appreciated the efforts
of Pakistan Navy in conducting the
Multinational Maritime Exercise
AMAN 2021 in a befitting manner.
The Chief Guest lauded the
professionalism of the participants
and also underlined that Exercise
AMAN 21 will promote Regional
cooperation and stability, greater
interoperability and united resolve
against terrorism and crimes in
maritime domain.
A large number of observers,
foreign
diplomats,
personnel
from the participating navies and
senior officials of armed forces of
Pakistan witnessed the captivating
International
Bands
Display
and powerful Counter terrorism
demonstration.
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AMAN-21
THE MESSAGE RESONATES

From now onward Pakistan would only partner another country
in peace; we will not become part of any other conflict, we will
not join any other country in its conflict
Prime Minister of Pakistan, Imran Khan,
Speaking at World Economic Forum, 2020

With its tag line, “together for
peace” resonating powerfully in
the far reaches of the Indian Ocean
region and beyond, the 43-country
multinational
mega
biennial
exercise AMAN-21 of Pakistan
Navy concluded this February 16.
A grand international fleet review
was held in the North Arabian Sea
on the culminating day. With dozens

of warships representing wide
ranging countries and stationed in
a massive formation natively called,
“AMAN formation, the imposing
finale was witnessed by President
of Pakistan, Dr. Arif Alvi. He was
joined by the Federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs, Minister for
Defence Production, Chief Minister
Sindh, Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff

Committee, Chief of the Army staff
and the Chief of the Air staff. This
was besides Emissaries of various
countries in Pakistan. The traditional
AMAN
formation
denotes,
“unity and collective resolve”.
The proceedings on the final day
were reviewed by dignitaries
while on-board, PNS MOAWIN,
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the largest ship in the inventory
of Pakistan Navy. The name of the
ship, PNS MOAWIN, itself signifies
collaboration, or coming together.
Jointly constructed by Pakistan navy
with a Turkish firm at local, Karachi
Shipyard and Engineering Works
(KS&EW), the ship stands as pride
of the nation. It was commissioned
as recently as October 2018
and aptly symbolised the spirit
that
underpinned
AMAN-21.
“I often queried that why my
success should come as someone’s
failure or why would my success
mean that someone must lose.
There has to be a way where we
all can win and because this goes
against the established thinking
and psychology, therefore it needs
paradigm shift. Let’s come together;
understand each other, and fight the
common enemy”, was the clarion
call given by Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi on the occasion of curtainraiser for AMAN-21 on 12 February.
On this occasion, a record number of

naval and marine officers, ships and
air unit crews as well as observers
from various countries witnessed
the stirring flag hoisting ceremony
at Pakistan Navy Dockyard, Karachi.
These included representatives
from, China, Russia, Indonesia, the
United States, United Kingdom, and
Iran, Sri-Lanka, Turkey, Malaysia
and other ASEAN states as well as
African Union, EU, GCC and NATO.
The most striking feature of
AMAN-21 was the presence of
Russian Navy. It was icebreaking
moment with arch-rival, the United
States Navy showing presence
alongside. The last time Russian
Navy conducted joint military drills
with NATO members was in the
“Bold Monarch” exercise in 2011.
This move in AMAN-21 did not go
unnoticed. Tributes were aglow,
even from across the border. “I must
commend Pakistan Navy for holding
such a large-scale exercise in post
Covid period. One of your (Pakistan
Navy) greatest achievement, as one
must learn from all and everyone, is

to bring Russia and United States
together on a single platform; for
that alone Pakistan and Pakistan
Navy deserves rich tributes. It
becomes singular since the two
countries (Russia and the United
States) have been hostile and at
odds since 2014—and for this you
(Pakistan Navy) can comfortably
add another jewel in its crown”,
so remarked Lt Gen KJ Singh
during a live video conversation
on a private television network.
AMAN-21 was split in two phases
of harbour and sea. In the former
seminars, symposiums, discussion
sessions,
international
gettogether, and cultural festivities to
showcase Pakistan as an opulent
society with great traditions were
profitably held. In the next phase,
tactical manoeuvres and exercises
like anti-piracy, counterterrorism
and search and rescue missions
etc. were conducted at sea.
AMAN-21 aimed to strengthen
and develop cooperation among
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world navies in order to promote
regional stability and to counter
common maritime threats. It was
a rare opportunity for participating
countries to rub shoulders with
global counterparts putting aside
their differences to work towards
a common cause, develop synergy
and doctrinal interoperability to
fight
unconventional
threats.
The high point on closing day was
the international fleet review in
which formation of ships conducted
manoeuvres while marine and
Special Forces and air elements
displayed their skills. There were
Para jumps, and a fly past by
Pakistan Navy aviation as well as
Pakistan Air Force. Aircraft from
participating countries too flew
past over the AMAN-21 formation.
Earlier, the message of Chief of the

Naval Staff, Admiral Niazi was read
out during the Opening Ceremony.
In his message, the Admiral warmly
welcomed the participants of the
exercise, the seventh edition in the
AMAN series commandeered by
Pakistan Navy since 2007. ‘AMAN21 will provide a medium to develop
doctrinal synergy to tackle maritime
security challenges and to enhance
interoperability amongst navies at
different pedestals of technological
prowess to come together and
secure a sustainable maritime
environment’, read the message.
On 13 February, the Chief of
Naval Staff, Admiral Niazi paid
a visit on-board the Indonesian,
Russian and Sri-Lankan naval
ships. The senior officers and
each commanding officer of the
visiting ships received Naval Chief
in befitting manner. They deeply

appreciated the enduring efforts of
Pakistan Navy in mustering global
navies and working towards shared
commitment of maritime peace,
stability and legitimate order at sea.
The highlight of the first phase
of exercise, 13 to 15 February
was devoted to International
Maritime Conference (IMC-21).
The conference brought together
a wide array of distinguished
international and national scholars
as well as subject matter experts.
The scholars addressed large
multinational gatherings. Under the
overarching theme, “Development
of Blue Economy under a Secure
and Sustainable Environment: A
shared future for Western Indian
Ocean”, the erudite speakers
proffered
creative
solutions
to oceanic problems afflicting
the region. Notable luminaries
included, Secretary General IMO,
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President J&K, Dr. Gunter Pauli
and Senator Sherry Rehman.
Commander US Naval Forces
Central Admiral Samuel Paparo
delivered his keynote address. His
talk, “Enhancing Regional Maritime
Security in the Western Indian
Ocean Region through Effective
Mechanism”,
was
instructive.
Dr. David Brewster of Australian
National University talked about
the challenges and opportunities
in changing maritime dynamics
of Indian Ocean region and its
implications for regional states.
The second day of the conference
saw presence of Special Assistant
to Prime Minister, Dr. Moeed Yusuf
as chief guest during pre-lunch
session. Eminent speakers shed
light on the, “Need of Maritime
Security and Sustainable Growth-A
Shared Vision for Western Indian
Ocean region”. In his key note
address on, “BRI and its implications
on maritime security in the Indian
Ocean region”, Dr. Nong Hong,
Executive Director of China America
Studies, USA, underlined the need
for stability in the region in the

wake of non-traditional security
threats where interests of multiple
stakeholders converged. In the
second session, federal Minister
for Maritime Affairs, Mr. Syed Ali
Haider Zaidi was the chief guest.
Scholars presented their thoughts
on, “Development of Pakistan’s
Maritime Sector and Blue Economy”.
In the last session on 14 February,
the
discussants
alluded
to
the,
“contemporary
strategic
environment related to Indian
Ocean region and opportunities for
regional cooperation”. Renowned
Senator Mushahid Hussain shared
his views on, “Building strategic
partnerships”.
One
significant
part of the session was talk
by distinguished Mayor from
Indonesian navy on the role of
navies and coast guards in the
hotly disputed South China Sea.
The speaker gave some meaningful
“takeaways for Western Indian
Ocean region” to his audience.
With progressing geopolitical shifts
in the Indian Ocean region and its
peripheries, maritime security has

assumed a distinctive significance
for Pakistan. A stable order in
the region has now become an
indispensable need for the country.
With the upcoming port of Gwadar
projected as a regional hub and
transhipment port in the wider
Indian Ocean and given the external
machinations
against
CPEC,
maritime security was never so
critically important to Pakistan as
now. Gwadar is tipped to become the
hub of trade connecting South Asia,
Middle East, Africa and Central Asia.
Perhaps the finest tribute to
AMAN-21 came not from within
Pakistan but outside, from eastern
neighbourhood. “India’s Pakistan
policy seems to have landed in a
cul-de- sac. It lacks credibility and
has no future. A course correction
is overdue. AMAN-21 makes
mockery of India’s aspiration to be
a ‘net security provider’ for littoral
states in the Indian Ocean. The
participation of Bangladesh and
Sri-Lanka in AMAN-21 speaks for
itself”, asserted Ambassador M.K.
Bhadrakumar in his column on
February 17, 2021.
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AMAN SPORTS FIXTURES
PLAYING TOGETHER FOR PEACE

During AMAN-21, different
friendly
sports
matches
between officers and men of
participating countries and

Pakistan Navy were organized
which included Badminton,
Cricket, Football, Golf and
Shooting.

Navy News 17

18

BRIDGING GAPS
STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS

THE NAVAL CHIEF VISITS FOREIGN NAVY SHIPS
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
visited foreign ships of navies
participated in AMAN-21. Upon his
arrival on board ships, the Naval
Chief was warmly welcomed by
Senior Officers/ Commanding
Officers and was presented Guard
of Honour by smartly dressed out
contingents.
On board Russian Navy Ship ADMIRAL GRIGOROVICH

On board Indonesian Navy Ship KRI BUNG TOMO

On board Sri Lankan Navy Ship GAJABAHU

The Naval Chief visited Indonesian
Navy Ship KRI BUNG TOMO,
Russian Navy Ship ADMIRAL
GRIGOROVICH and Sri Lankan
Navy Ship GAJABAHU, amongst
the platforms participated in
Multinational
Naval
Exercise
AMAN-21. The Admiral interacted
with Senior Officers/ Commanding
Officers and was given briefings on
board ships.
During interactions, the Admiral
highlighted that Pakistan as a
responsible maritime state is
persistently contributing in peace
and stability in the region. AMAN
Exercise demonstrates Pakistan’s
commitment to peace, reinforce
regional maritime security and
enhance interoperability between
regional and extra regional navies.
The Naval Chief further expressed
that camaraderie generated during
the Exercise will further grow
and bring us closer to the mutual
goal of peace and prosperity. The
Admiral appreciated and thanked
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them for their participation in AMAN
Exercise to fulfill common resolve of
“Together for Peace”.
The Senior Officers/ Commanding
Officers of the respective ships highly
acknowledged the persistent efforts
of Pakistan Navy to bring global
navies towards shared commitment
of maritime peace, stability and
lawful order at sea.

AMAN EXERCISE DEMONSTRATES PAKISTAN’S
COMMITMENT TO PEACE, REINFORCE
REGIONAL MARITIME SECURITY AND
ENHANCE INTEROPERABILITY BETWEEN
REGIONAL AND EXTRA-REGIONAL NAVIES

FOREIGN DIGNITARIES CALLED ON CNS

AREA COMMANDER PALESTINIAN NAVY

COMMANDER ROYAL JORDANIAN NAVAL FORCE

DEPUTY COMMANDER US NAVCENT

COMMANDER DJIBOUTI COAST GUARD

DEPUTY COMMANDER RSNF EASTERN FLEET

DEPUTY CHIEF OF RUSSIAN NAVY HQ

COMMANDER BRAZILIAN SURFACE FLEET

FLAG OFFICER COMMANDING SRI LANKAN FLEET

DIRECTOR NAVAL OPERATIONS CENTRE IRAQ

COMMANDER SOUTHREN FLEET IRANIAN NAVY

DEPUTY HYDROGRAPHER NIGERIAN NAVY
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HUES OF MULTINATIONAL CULTURAL HERITAGE
LEGACY OF AMAN PREVAILS

In order to provide an opportunity
to observe the varied cultures of
participating countries, during
Multinational Exercise AMAN 21,
an International Food Fiesta and
Cultural Show was organized for
officers and sailors showcasing
wide range of food stalls and
cultural items of participating
countries. Personnel from regional
& extra-regional navies, observers,
foreign diplomats and senior
officials of Pakistan Armed Forces
attended the sparkling event.

Navy News 21
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9 INTERNATIONAL MARITIME CONFERENCE
TH

HELD IN TANDEM WITH 7TH MULTI NATIONAL MARITIME EXERCISE AMAN-2021

‘DEVELOPMENT OF BLUE ECONOMY UNDER A SECURE AND SUSTAINABLE
ENVIRONMENT: A SHARED FUTURE FOR WESTERN INDIAN OCEAN REGION’

9th
International
Maritime
Conference (IMC) 2021 was
organized by National Institute of
Maritime Affairs (NIMA), under the
aegis of Pakistan Navy in tandem
with 7th Multinational Maritime
Exercise AMAN-21. The Conference
was themed on ‘Development of
Blue Economy under a Secure and

Sustainable Environment: A Shared
Future for Western Indian Ocean
Region’. The Three-Day Conference
was
comprised
over
eight
sessions covering talks of eminent
international and national scholars
from Australia, Bahrain, Nigeria,
South Africa, Sri Lanka, Sweden,
Turkey, UK and USA.

During the First Session, IMO
Secretary General, Honorable
Kitack Lim presented opening
remarks
whereas,
President
Azad Jammu and Kashmir, Sardar
Masood Khan delivered the
keynote address. In addition, CEO
Zero Emissions Research and
Initiatives (ZERO) South Africa, Dr
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Gunter Pauli talked on ‘Blue Growth
Strategy for the Future World’
as online keynote speaker. The
President of the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan, Dr. Arif Alvi graced the
Opening Session of IMC as Chief
Guest. The Naval Chief Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi was
also present on the occasion. The
President appreciated Pakistan
Navy for actively promoting
maritime thought and spearheading
efforts for the development of Blue
Economy in the country. The Naval
Chief highlighted Pakistan Navy’s
efforts for promoting maritime
awareness and the Blue Economy
through a variety of initiatives and
in enhancing regional maritime
security through its contributions
in international and regional
collaborative security mechanisms.
In the Second Session, Senator
Sherry Rehman discussed the

the Blue Economy and Security
Management. Besides, Professor
Dr. Zafar Nawaz Jaspal, of Quaid-eAzam University, Islamabad and Ms
Camille Lons, Research Associate
from International Institute of
Strategic Studies, Bahrain also
presented their talks. Minister for
Defence of Pakistan, Mr Pervez
Khan Khattak was the Chief Guest
of the third Session.

Geo-Strategic Environment in IOR
- Opportunities for Developing
Countries. Besides, Commander
US Naval Forces Central Command,
Vice Admiral Samuel Paparo
also delivered his keynote online
address on Enhancing Regional
Maritime Security in the Western
Indian Ocean through Effective
Mechanism. The last speaker of
the Second Session was Australian
National University Professor Dr.
David Brewster. Former Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee,
General (Retd) Ehsan ul Haq graced
the session as the Chief Guest.
In the Third Session, Rear Admiral,
YMGB Jayathilake of Sri Lankan
Navy highlighted the Challenges
of Maritime Security and proposed
Future Course of Actions for
Regional Navies. Later, Dr. Timothy
Walkers from South Africa discussed
the South Africa’s Perspective on

During Fourth Session Executive
Director Institute of China America
Studies, USA Dr. Nong Hong,
delivered
important
keynote
on BRI and its Implications on
Maritime Security in the Indian
Ocean Region. Later, Commander
Karachi Vice Admiral Faisal Rasul
Lodhi, enlightened the audience
on Pakistan Navy’s contributions
for Maritime Security and Regional
Stability in the Western Indian
Ocean Region. Later, Rear Admiral
(LH) Murat Dincman of Turkish Navy
provided valuable insight on Turkish
perspective on Maritime Security
Challenges. Special Assistant to
Prime Minister of Pakistan on
National Security, Dr Moeed Yusuf
graced the Session as Chief Guest.
In Fifth Session, CEO JS Global,
Mr Kamran Nasir and Executive
Director, Pakistan National Shipping
Corporation Mr. Khurram Mirza
presented their insight during IMC.
Additionally, Head of Maritime
Education & Training World
Maritime University, Sweden Dr.
Michael Ekow Manuel emphasized
on the importance of Maritime
Research Training in Education.
Later, Head of Marine and Aviation,
Lloyd’s Market Association, UK, Mr
Neil Roberts presented paper on
Marine Insurance Supporting the

Blue Economy. Later, Dr Edmund
Hughes from Green Marines
Associates, UK also talked during
IMC. Federal Minister for Maritime
Affairs of Pakistan, Syed Ali Haider
Zaidi graced the Conference as
Chief Guest.
During the Sixth Session, Senator,
Mushahid Hussain Syed shared
his views on Significance of
Building Strategic Partnership for
Socio - Economic in Indian Ocean
Region. Besides, Mayor Laut (P)
Dedi Gunawan Widyatmoko from
Indonesian Navy delivered his
talk. Besides, Commodore Sunday
Daniel Atakpa presented the paper
on behalf of CT Ops Nigerian Navy,
Rear Admiral Ibikunle Taiwo Olaiya
discussing Nigeria’s Blue Economy
Potentials
and
Sustainable
Development in the Gulf of Guinea.
Later, Associate Dean, IBA Dr Huma
Naz Baqai also presented her views
during IMC. Chief of Staff, Vice
Admiral Ahmed Saeed graced the
event as Chief Guest.
On last day during the former
session,
renowned
scholars
deliberated
on
the
Ocean
governance, policies and laws.
Chairman Institute of Marine
Engineering, Science & Technology
UK, Capt Muhammad Shafique
explicated the blue economy
paradigm in light of IMO and UN
bodies. Later, Director of Maritime
Research World Maritime University
Sweden, Dr. Aykut I. OLCER, in an
online talk extended his views.
Later,
Regional
Head
Sindh
and Balochistan WWF-Pakistan,
Dr. Tahir Rasheed underscored
blue growth strategy, opportunities
for coastal communities. Minister
of State for Climate Change of

Pakistan Ms Zartaj GuI graced the
conference as Chief Guest.
In the third and last session, CEO
ZERI, Mr Gunter Puli presented his
views on Blue Growth Strategy for
the Future World. Later, another
important keynote address was
also delivered by Vice Admiral (Retd)
Iftikhar Ahmed Rao.
The Foreign Minister of Pakistan,
Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi
graced the Closing Ceremony
as
Chief
Guest.
Addressing
the audience, the Chief Guest
highlighted that Government is
cognizant of the importance of Blue
Economy and taking all possible
measures for its development. He
underscored the huge potential
of the maritime domain, where all
other sectors of economy crisscross
and also underlined that unveiling
of new Shipping Policy offers
tangible benefits for investment
in maritime sector. The Foreign
Minister praised Pakistan Navy for
promoting maritime awareness
in the country, spearheading
efforts for the development of
Blue Economy and taking various
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initiatives to ensure peace & order
at sea individually and in
collaboration with regional and
extra regional navies.
Earlier, Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi in his closing remarks thanked
all the speakers, panelists and
participants who travelled from far
and wide or participated virtually to
add great value to the Conference.

The Naval Chief emphasized on the
great potential and prospects of
the Western Indian Ocean Region
for regional integration, inclusive
development and international
cooperation. The Admiral also
praised the efforts of NIMA for
successful conduct of the event.
The conference was attended by
a large number of dignitaries from
across the globe, Officers from
Defence Forces of Pakistan and
friendly countries, academia, media
representatives and researchers
from local and international think
tanks.
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REALISING REGIONAL PEACE AND SHARED
PROSPERITY THROUGH COLLABORATIVE EFFORTS

INTERNATIONAL FLEET REVIEW
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Pakistan
Navy
Multinational
Maritime
Exercise
AMAN-21
culminated in the North Arabian
Sea with a graceful conduct of
International Fleet Review (IFR)
followed by spectacular forming
up of AMAN Formation comprising
Pakistan Navy and foreign warships.
President Islamic Republic of
Pakistan, Dr. Arif Alvi graced the
occasion as Chief Guest.
Upon arrival onboard Pakistan
Navy Ship MOAWIN, the Honorable
President was received by Chief of
the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi. Chief Minister

Sindh, Federal Ministers, Chairman
Joint Chiefs of Staff Committee,
Chief of Army Staff and Chief of
Air Staff were also present on the
occasion. In addition, ambassadors,
high commissioners, senior military
officers, Defence& Naval Attaches
from various countries also
witnessed the event.
The Chief Guest observed various
operational maneuvers and drills
during the IFR. The Fleet Review
also featured an impressive Fly
Past by Pakistan Navy, Pakistan
Air Force and participating foreign
aircraft followed by Man and

Cheership by participating ships.
The Exercise culminated with the
participating ships forming up in
traditional `AMAN Formation’ to
signify unity and collective resolve.
The
President
congratulated
Pakistan Navy for successfully
hosting AMAN-21 and reaffirming
Pakistan’s resolve for promoting
peace and security in the region.
The Chief Guest thanked the
participating regional and extraregional navies for displaying
their commitment to collaborative
maritime
security
despite
COVID-19 pandemic. The President
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emphasized that AMAN-21 will
pave the way to make the
region more peaceful and secure
with combined efforts by all
stakeholders.
The Chief of the Naval Staff thanked

the honorable President for gracing
the International Fleet Review
with his presence. The Naval Chief
assured that PN will continue to play
active role in enhancing regional
maritime security individually and
in collaboration with partner navies.

During Multinational Maritime
Exercise AMAN 2021, 43 countries
participated
in
the
exercise
with
their
Naval
warships,
aircraft,
Special
Operation
Forces and a large number of
observers.
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GOVERNMENT DIGNITARIES & INSTITUTIONS

SHOWBIZ & SPORTS CELEBRITIES

AMAN-21 TRENDED TOP ON TWITTER

Around 50 Govt dignitaries/ institutions, around 70 showbiz/sports/media celebrities, more than 90 Pakistani
missions abroad, various social media influencers and Indian scholars/journalists contributed in social media
campaign of AMAN-21 Exercise. Some of the tweets are featured here.

JOURNALIST AND MEDIA PERSONS

FORIEGN MISSIONS

INDIAN SCHOLARS & JOURNALISTS

32

CTS
U
D
N
O
C
Y
V
A
N
IAN
PAKISTAN
S
S
U
R
H
T
I
W
S
E
CIS
BILATERAL EXEIRLANKAN NAVIES
AND SR

Upon culmination of Exercise
AMAN 2021, Pakistan Navy
Ships ALAMGIR and ASLAT
conducted
bilateral
Exercise
ARABIAN MONSOON 2021 with
ships of Russian Federation Navy,
ADMIRAL
GRIGOROVICH
and
DMITRIY ROGACHOV in North
Arabian Sea. Besides, Pakistan
Navy
Ship
ZULFIQUAR
also
conducted bilateral Exercise LION
STAR-II with Sri Lankan Navy Ship

GAJABAHU. In these exercises,
fixed and rotary wing aircraft of
Pakistan Naval Aviation as well
as PAF Fighters also participated.
The exercises included Anti-Surface,
Anti-Air Warfare, Manoeuvring and
Communication serials. Bilateral
exercises ARABIAN MONSOON
2021 and LION STAR-II were
conducted to further enhance the
cooperation and interoperability

with navies of Russian Federation
and
Sri
Lanka
respectively.
These engagements are also
testimony of PN’s resolve to
work towards regional peace and
maintain close relations with all
friendly navies. Exercises proved
mutually rewarding to hone
professional skills and learn from
each other’s experiences.
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TRANSFORMING
COMPETITION TO
COOPERATION:
EXERCISE AMAN

Tanweer Shahid

Symbolising peaceful world in
its logo, the UN aims to maintain
international peace and security,
develop friendly relations among
nations,
achieve
international
cooperation, and be a center
for harmonizing the actions of
nations. International and regional
cooperation forums - political,
economic, or military - are engines
to propel the very aim. Naval
Exercise AMAN (Peace) conducted
by Pakistan on biennial basis is
one such significant step in the
global objectives of peace through
cooperation; thus carries the slogan
‘together for peace’.
It is professed that navies are
strategic in nature, creating

strategic outcomes. That is so.
Navies perform functions from
tactical-natured ones to up-theladder grand-strategic functions,
in a balanced amalgam of a nationstate’s foreign and defence policies.
That is why navies stand unique,
big or small; United States or
Nigerian Navy. Estonian or Pakistan
Navy. Pakistan Navy is a combatready multi-dimensional force for
defence of the maritime frontiers
of the country. From disaster
relief and humanitarian operations
to hardcore naval operations,
Pakistan Navy is force that has
an evolutionary and progressive
outlook. Domestic or international
collaboration,
Pakistan
Navy
remains a robust maritime entity

in the region contributing to the
good order at sea. Relevance and
significance of Pakistan Navy
increases manifold due to peculiar
geography of Pakistan, and its
geopolitical role in world’s affairs
due to its superior strategic
geography.
Pakistan is situated in the distant
neighbourhood of energy-rich
landlocked Central Asia, and shares
borders with China and Afghanistan
on northern and western frontiers,
and is overseeing the maritime
gateway to the Middle Eastern
region. Strategic role of Pakistan
during
and
post-Cold
War,
contribution
towards
ongoing
Global War against Terror (GWOT)
and peace-restoration efforts in
Afghanistan hands in glove with
the US is the most prominent
one.
Pakistan’s moderationdiplomacy in the Middle East is
soothing nerves on both sides of
the Arabian/Persian Gulf. Historic
and ideological animosity between
India and Pakistan, and India’s
growing Hindutva ideology and its
manifestation in the Modi’s fascist
actions, and growing militarisation,
is adding to the regional instability.
Significantly, Pakistan’s strategic
and economic partnership with
China and ongoing mega economic
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and
defence
cooperation
is
manifested in the joint defence
production ventures such as
JF-17 aircraft, F-22P frigates,
submarines and various naval
and maritime ships; and, ChinaPakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC),
the flagship project of the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI), which
promises a common vision of shared
prosperity.
Dilly-dallying
with
Russia is also on positive pathway
for mutual good. In long distancerelationships, Turkey and Malaysia
are prominent Islamic nation-states
with whom proactivism is underway
whereas brotherhood with GCC is
witnessing re-consolidation and restrengthening.
Along with the land, the oceans have
been historically the playing field for
strategic tug-of-war, and the means
of carrying the combat overseas.
The competing powers have fetched
this strategic antagonism far from
their own homes to far-fetched
yards – and in the oceans. Today, in
the realm of maritime security, all
nations are in a stretched-struggle
to battle against traditional threats
that are hounding the national
security. With the same drive, the
maritime forces are in a consistent
fight
against
non-traditional
ones, such as piracy, maritime
terrorism, Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) fishing, narcosmuggling, gunrunning, human
trafficking,
illegal
immigration
and environmental degradation,
intimidating the maritime security.
Traditional
or
non-traditional,
these threats are entangled and
intertwined. The fusion of these
threats seek a collective, cooperative
and collaborative response. Such
response is the only key to unlock

good order and tranquility in the
oceans, or elsewhere. Pakistan’s
AMAN exercise, the biggest of naval
exercises in the world, proudly
pledges it.
All this geopolitical developments
of cooperation and competition
are circumventing Indian Ocean.
Along with traditional security
threats, there are mammoth of
non-traditional threats to design
a maritime security environment.
National security imperatives and
non-traditional challenges demand
a collaborative and cooperative
mechanism based on mutual trust
so that the oceans remain safe,
secure and rewarding for the socioeconomic prosperity of the citizens
of the region and the world. Exercise
AMAN upholds this spirit, and
integrates all nations to participate
in the exercise, sharing their
maritime philosophies, maritime
procedures, maritime assets and
above all trust and commonality of
objectives.
Since 2007, six episodes of AMAN
exercises have been conducted at
Karachi, Pakistan. In the maiden
exercise in 2007, 28 countries
participated whereas in AMAN
2009, there were 24 navies
gathered under the Pakistan Navy
emblem. In year 2011, there were
28 countries, whereas in AMAN
2013, 29 countries imposed their
professional and national trust in
Pakistan Navy. Gradually, AMAN
series of exercises became a
standard of maritime cooperation
and witnessed rising participation of
the friendly countries. So in AMAN
2017, there were 34 countries,
and AMAN 2019 witnessed record
presence of 43 countries.

Very recently Ex AMAN 2021, the
7th of the series completed on
February 16th with professional
fervor and spirit. A large number
of regional and extra regional
navies participated in the exercise
that aimed for shared learning,
practices and goals in the domain
of maritime security. The exercise
was an excellent opportunity to
develop interoperability. In this
exercise, in pure professional
language, some of exercises include
RTTPs (Response, Tactics and
Techniques Procedures) particularly
against non-traditional threats,
and conduct of practical exercises
at sea such as VBSS (Vessel Board
Search & Seizure), communication,
and anti-piracy procedures. On the
sidelines of the exercises at sea,
International Maritime Conference
(IMC) remained the hallmark of this
greatest naval congregation. IMC
offered an intellectual platform for
Subject Matter Experts hailing of
participating nations that shared
and exchanged idea on maritime
challenges, and the measures to
render the maritime world safe
for the humanity. Shared goals
breed shared strategies for shared
and secure maritime environment
against all kinds of challenges
threatening the maritime security.
AMAN, today, in its literal sense has
become a platform of cooperation
and collaboration. As the logo of UN
signifies togetherness of the world,
AMAN embodies togetherness of
maritime nations, under the flag of
Pakistan. AMAN continues to live
its motto of ‘together for peace’ for
collective maritime security, and
good order at sea – for the region
and for the world.
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