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PNS BAHADUR
Before partition, BAHADUR
was a small establishment on
Manora Island with limited
facilities for training stoker boys
(later called ME’s) and seaman /
communication branch boys of
Indian Navy.

Later,
New
Entry
School
alongwith all assets were
entrusted to HIMALAYA. Royal
Navy changed its training
system in 1970 and it was
no longer possible to send
Operations Branch officers to
UK, therefore Pakistan Navy
After
independence,
HMPS decided to conduct these
BAHADUR,
started
training specialist courses in Pakistan
apprentices and stoker boys and shifted these schools near
new entry sailors till its KARSAZ
where
Submarine
d e c o m m i s s i o n i n g Training Center was already
in
May under construction. By 1983,
1970. Navigation & Operations School,
Under Water Warfare School
(ex-Torpedo & Anti-Submarine
School), Communication School
and Surface Weapons School
(ex-Gunnery
School)
were
shifted to new site and started

functioning as BAHADUR under
Captain (later Rear Admiral)
Mukhtar Azam as tender unit of
KARSAZ.
With
enhanced
role
and
scope, PNS BAHADUR was recommissioned on 5 April 1986
and gradually transformed into
a Maritime Operations Training
Complex equipped with state of
the art training aids/simulators
and qualified instructors. A large
number of trainees from PN
and friendly navies have been
trained in various basic and
advance courses of Maritime
Operations.
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CHAIRMAN
JOINT CHIEFS
OF STAFF
COMMITTEE
VISITS NHQ
Chairman Joint Chiefs of Staff
Committee
(CJCSC),
General
Nadeem Raza called on Chief of
the Naval Staff Admiral Zafar
Mahmood
Abbasi
at
Naval
Headquarters, Islamabad. It was
the first visit of the dignitary after

assuming the office as CJCSC.
Upon arrival, the General was
received by Chief of the Naval Staff.
A smartly turned out contingent of
Pakistan Navy presented Guard of
Honour. Thereafter, the dignitary
was introduced to the Chiefs of
Staff and Principal Staff Officers.
Later, the Chairman JCSC called
on Chief of the Naval Staff in his
office. The Admiral congratulated
the
dignitary
for
his
new appointment. Professional
matters of mutual interest and
overall security situation in the
region were also discussed.

The Naval Chief assured the
dignitary that Pakistan Navy
will continue its endeavors to
enhance synergy and seamless
integration
in
various
inter
services domains. The Chairman
also visited Command Operation
Centre (Navy) where he was
briefed about Maritime situation
and other operational matters.
On the occasion, Chairman JCSC
commended the professionalism
and combat readiness of Pakistan
Navy for defense of the country
and ensuring maritime security in
the area of interest.
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CNS VISITS SRI LANKA
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi visited
Sri Lanka. During the visit, Naval
Chief called on Honorable Prime
Minister of Sri Lanka Mahinda
Rajapaksa, Defence Secretary Major
General (Retd) Kamal Gunaratne
and top military hierarchy.
During separate meetings held
with Sri Lankan Prime Minister and
Defence Secretary matters related
to regional security & stability and
mutual interest were discussed.
Both the sides acknowledged
friendly relations between Pakistan
and Sri Lanka, based on strong
historical bonds. The dignitaries
highly appreciated the role and
contributions
of
Pakistan
in
spearheading various initiatives for
maintaining peace and stability in
the region.
Upon his arrival at Naval, Army &
Air Force Headquarters in Colombo,
the Admiral was warmly received

by respective Services Commanders
and presented Guard of Honour at
the occasions. The Naval Chief called
on Commander of the Navy Vice
Admiral Piyal De Silva, Commander
of the Army Lieutenant General
Shavendra Silva and Commander of
the Air Force Air Marshal Sumangala
Dias. During the meetings, matters
related to maritime security and
bilateral
defence
collaboration
were discussed. The Naval Chief
emphasized
upon
Pakistan
Navy’s focused efforts to combat
Maritime
terrorism
including
piracy & drug trafficking etc and
various peace initiatives including
Regional Maritime Security Patrol
(RMSP). The dignitaries appreciated
Pakistan Navy’s role in support of
maritime security and agreed on
further enhancing the interaction
in diverse fields of military
collaboration. While acknowledging
the significance of strong bilateral
cooperation in diverse realms,
the dignitaries agreed to further
enhance mutual interactions in
varied military domains.

The
Admiral
also
visited
Commander
Southern
Naval
Area Rear Admiral Kassapa
Paul, Commander Eastern Naval
Area
Rear
Admiral
Meril
Wickramasinghe
and
Naval
Dockyard where he was given
briefings on various aspects
of the operational activities of
the commands. The Naval Chief
lauded the professionalism and
commendable work undertaken in
various naval areas.
It is expected that current visit
of Chief of the Naval Staff would
greatly augment the bilateral
cooperation between both the
countries in general and the two
navies in particular.
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ENHANC

AT

Induction ceremony of two stateof-the-art Maritime Patrol Aircraft
(MPA) and tactical Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in Pakistan
Navy Fleet was held at Karachi. Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi graced the occasion
as Chief Guest.

f
yO
n
mo -Ar t
e
er The OL CAL
C
on -Of- ATR CTI
i
t
TA L
uc tate E P
Ind o S IM ) & ERIA
tw RIT PA A Vs)
M ED A LEET
A
(
U
M FT
NN ES ( VY F
A
A
R
A
L
RC UNM HIC N N
I
A
VE ISTA
AK
P
in

Y

s
V
A
U
&
A
P
OF M

ER
P
O
M
R
A
ING AIR

S
N
O
I
T
C
U
D
N
I

ILIT
B
A
P
A
C
L
IONA

Speaking on the occasion, Chief of
the Naval Staff, highlighting the role
of Pakistan Navy in safeguarding
the maritime frontiers and ensuring
safety of Sea Lines of Communication,
said that induction of marinized ATR
aircraft with weapons and sensors
will
substantially
enhance
operational capabilities of
Pakistan
Navy
Fleet’s
Air
Arm.
Moreover,
induction of another
ATR in cargo/ paradrop role will
provide added
flexibility
to
the
Special
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Forces’ operations.

The Chief Guest further added that
induction of LUNA NG Unmanned
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) in Fleet Air
Arm will further augment Pakistan
Navy’s Intelligence, Surveillance and
Reconnaissance (ISR) capabilities in
maritime domain especially in Creeks
areas and along the Coastal belt.
The Admiral urged the crew of newly
inducted Aircraft & Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs) to make optimum
utilization of these platforms in order
to contribute effectively towards
combat potential of Pakistan Navy
Fleet.
Appreciating the detection of Indian
Submarine by Pakistan Navy Aircraft
in post Pulwama stand off the Naval
Chief said that I am glad that PN
Aviation Fleet proved its mastery
and made the whole nation proud.
He advised the aviators to keep the
same spirit and be prepared for any
eventuality that may rise anytime.
He also highlighted that Pakistan
Navy’s developmental plans include
acquisition of Unmanned Combat
Aerial Vehicles (UCAV) in support of
maritime operations.
The ceremony was attended by
high ranking officials, serving and
retired Aviators of Pakistan
Navy, sister services officials
and
representatives
of
concerned
government
departments.
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INDUCTIONS OF MPA & UAVs
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ENHANCING MUTUAL INTERACTIONS, EXPANDING DEFENCE TIES

CNS VISITS INDONESIA
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi visited
Indonesia. During the visit,
the Naval Chief called on Vice
Minister of Defence Sakti Wahyu
Trenggono, Chief of Staff of the
Indonesian Navy Admiral Siwi
Sukma Adji, Commandant of
the Marine Corps Major General
Suhartono and visited Marine
Brigade Headquarters. Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi was also
conferred with Indonesian highest
military award Bintang Jalasena
Utama.
Upon
arrival
at
Naval
Headquarters in Jakarta, Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi was
received by the Chief of Staff of

the Indonesian Navy, Admiral
Siwi Sukma Adji. A ceremonial
Guard of Honour was presented
to the Naval Chief at the occasion.
During separate meetings with
Vice Minister of Defence Sakti
Wahyu Trenggono and Chief of
Staff of the Indonesian Navy
Admiral Siwi Sukma Adji matters
related to regional security
and mutual interest including
bilateral defence collaboration
were discussed. The Naval Chief
emphasized upon tremendous
potential
of
Pakistan
to
raise defence cooperation and
positively contribute towards
peace & security initiatives in the
region. The dignitaries appreciated
contributions of Pakistan for

maintaining peace and stability in
the region. While acknowledging
the significance of strong military
collaboration,
the
dignitaries
agreed to further enhance mutual
interactions in diverse defence
realms. Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi was also conferred with
Indonesian
highest
military
award Bintang Jalasena Utama
in a ceremony held at Indonesian
Naval Headquarters.
Later, the Naval Chief visited
Marine
Brigade
Headquarters
at Jakarta and was received by
the Commandant of the Marine
Corps, Major General Suhartono. A
ceremonial Guard of Honour was
presented to the Naval Chief at the
occasion. Thereafter, the Admiral
called on Commandant of the
Marine
Corps,
Major
General
Suhartono and visited various
installations at Marine Brigade
Headquarters. During the visit,
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi
lauded the professionalism and
competence of Indonesian Marines
Corps.
It is expected that the recent visit
of the Naval Chief will further
augment and expand defence
ties between the two countries in
general and navies in particular.
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KING OF

THE ROAD

AWARD
WON BY

PNS RASADGAR
To inculcate healthy competition
amongst Officers of PN Surface
Ships, HQ FOST proposed award
of “king of the Road” for high
performers in Rules of the Road

(ROR) Quiz. The training packages
of HQ FOST comprises of various
practical
drills
and
quizzes,
however, ROR Quiz is considered
vital among all these activities. The
quiz is being conducted for all Ops
Branch Officers including Officers

under training during workups of
surface ships.
PNS RASADGAR has scored highest
average score in subject quiz and
declared as King of the Road
2019.

Commodore Muhammad Faisal Abbasi
promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral

Rear Admiral Muhammad
Faisal Abbasi got commission
in Operations Branch of
Pakistan Navy in 1991. The Flag
Officer is a graduate of Pakistan
Navy War College Lahore and
National Defence University,
Islamabad. The Admiral has
an illustrious career with vast
experience of various Command
and Staff appointments. His

major Command appointments
include Commanding Officer
PNS MUNSIF, PNS KHAIBAR
and Commander 25th Destroyer
Squadron. His major Staff
appointments include Senior
Staff Officer (Operations) to
Commander 18th Destroyer
Squadron,
Director
Naval
Operations
and
Assistant
Chief of the Naval Staff

(Operations)
at
Naval
Headquarters, Islamabad. He
has also preformed duties
as Directing Staff at National
Defence University, Islamabad.
The Admiral has been appointed
to perform duties as Flag
Officer Sea Training at Karachi.
The Admiral is also a receipt of
Sitara-e-Imtiaz (Military).
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Commander Kenya Navy, Major
General Levi Franklin Mghalu
visited Naval Headquarters,
Islamabad and called on Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi.
Upon
arrival
at
Naval
Headquarters,
the
visiting
dignitary was received by Chief of
the Naval Staff. A smartly turned
out contingent of Pakistan Navy
presented the Guard of Honour.
Thereafter, the dignitary laid
floral wreath at the Shuhada’s
Monument and was introduced
to the Chiefs of Staff and
Principal Staff Officers at Naval
Headquarters.
Later, Major General Levi Franklin
Mghalu called on Chief of the
Naval Staff in his office. During
the meeting, various matters
of maritime security, stability
and mutual interest including
bilateral naval collaboration were
discussed. Chief of the Naval
Staff
highlighted
Pakistan’s
commitment in fight against
terrorism and Pakistan Navy’s

contributions
for
ensuring
maritime security and peace
in the region. The Naval Chief
thanked the visiting dignitary
for the hospitality afforded to
Pakistan Navy Ships ASLAT &
MOAWIN on their recent visit to
Mombasa. Commander Kenya
Navy also appreciated the PN
Ships for establishing Medical
Camp at the port which facilitated
thousands of patients and for
holding passage exercise with
Kenya Navy Ship JASSIRI. Both
the dignitaries agreed on further
enhancing mutual interactions in
diversified naval domains.
A brief was also given to the
visiting dignitary on Pakistan
Navy’s perspective on security
situation in Indian Ocean Region.
He was briefed on the plight of
Kashmiri people in the backdrop
of abrogation of Articles 370 &
35-A of Indian Constitution and
Pakistan’s continued support to
the just and rightful struggle of
Kashmiris.
During the second leg of his visit,

COMMANDER

KENYA NAVY
VISITS PAKISTAN
STRENGTHENING

FRIENDSHIPS,
PROMOTE THE
EXISTING
BILATERAL
COOPERATION

Commander Kenya Navy visited
Quaid-e-Azam’s
mausoleum
and also laid floral wreath.
Commander
Kenya
Navy
separately called on Commander
Pakistan
Fleet,
Commander
Karachi and Commander Coast
in their offices at Karachi
and
Commander
Central
Punjab
at
Lahore.
During
meetings, matters of mutual
interest and bilateral naval
collaboration were discussed.
The
dignitary
also
visited
various facilities of Pakistan
Navy including Pakistan Navy
War College at Lahore, Pakistan
Navy Ships, Pakistan Naval
Academy and Marines Training

Navy News 09

Commander Kenya Navy also
appreciated the PN Ships for
establishing Medical Camp
at the port which facilitated
thousands of patients and for
holding passage exercise with
Kenya Navy Ship JASSIRI

Centre at Karachi where on-site
briefings were given to the visiting
dignitary. Later, Major General
Levi Franklin Mghalu along with
delegation members visited Joint
Maritime Information Coordination
Center (JMICC) at Karachi and was
briefed about the roles of JMICC.
The dignitary expressed his desire
to enhance mutual interaction to

maintain peace and stability in
the region.
It is expected that the visit of
Commander Kenya Navy shall
further promote and enhance
the existing bilateral cooperation
between the two countries
in general and the navies in
particular.
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PAKISTAN

NAVY SHIPS

ON OVERSEAS
DEPLOYMENT

IN AFRICA
STRENGTHENING

FRIENDSHIPS,
EXTENDING
HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE,
HIGHLIGHTING
PLIGHT OF
KASHMIRIS
Medical Camps were
established at various ports
by team of Pakistan Navy
doctors and paramedics.
The camps provided
medical treatment and
medicines to local patients.
Patients were also treated
onboard Pakistan Navy Ship
MOAWIN, which is fitted
with state of art medical
facilities

Morocco

Mauritania

Ghana

Pakistan Navy Ships MOAWIN and
ASLAT visited Ports of Morocco,
Mauritania, Ghana, Nigeria and
South Africa as part of Overseas
Deployment to African region.
Mission Commander & Commanding
Officers of the visiting ships called
on prominent authorities of the
host countries. Mission Commander
conveyed sincere regards from
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi to the
people of respective countries
in
general
and
Navies
in
particular. During visits, matters
of mutual interest and bilateral
naval collaboration were also
discussed with the dignitaries
of
host
countries.
Mission

Nigeria

South

Navy News 11

The port visits to
all the host countries

were amply utilized
Pakistan

to update the

dignitaries in host
countries about
the deteriorating
situation in the
Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir.
A documentary

Kenya
Seychelles
Tanzania

Africa

Commander
also
highlighted
Pakistan’s sacrifices in fight
against terrorism and Pakistan
Navy’s role in ensuring maritime
security and safety of global
commons
which
were
duly
acknowledged by the hosts.
During visits, beside bilateral
exercises, free Medical Camps
were also established off ports
premises in Mauritania, Ghana
and Nigeria by team of Pakistan
Navy doctors and paramedics. The
camps provided medical treatment
and medicines to local patients.
Patients
were
also
treated
onboard Pakistan Navy Ship
MOAWIN, which is fitted with state
of
art
medical
facilities.

depicting the
atrocities &
grave human rights
violations being
committed by the

Indian Armed
Forces and plight
of the Kashmiris
was screened during
the events which was
well received by the
attendees
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Establishment of Medical Camps
by Pakistan Navy was widely
appreciated
and
generated
tremendous
goodwill
amongst
local populace. Overall, the Medical
Camps provided treatment and
medicines to more than 7000 local
patients in the host countries. The
visits were also amply utilized
to
highlight
the
deteriorating
situation
in
Indian
Occupied
Kashmir (IoK). Pakistan Navy Ships
Overseas deployment continued
to extend peace initiatives during
the second leg of their visit
as well.
Navigating towards east African
region, Pakistan Navy Ships were
extended a warm welcome at Port
Dar Es Salaam by Tanzania Navy.
Mission Commander along with
Commanding Officers of Pakistan
Navy Ships called on Chief of
Tanzanian Navy and other prominent
Tanzanian
authorities.
During
meetings,
Mission
Commander
conveyed sincere regards from
Chief of the Naval Staff, Admiral
Zafar Mahmood Abbasi to the people
of Tanzania in general and Tanzania
Navy in particular. Both the sides
displayed commitment and desire
on further expanding and enhancing
brotherly relations between the two
countries. Mission Commander also
highlighted Pakistan’s sacrifices in
fight against terrorism and Pakistan
Navy’s initiatives for ensuring
maritime security and safety. A
reception dinner was also hosted
onboard Pakistan Navy Ship. Senior
Officers of Tanzania Navy along with
a large number of diplomatic corps
and prominent local community
attended the event.
During visit to Port Mombasa,
Kenya, Pakistan Navy Ships were

given warm welcome by Kenyan
Navy. Mission Commander along
with Commanding Officers of
Pakistan Navy Ships called on
Commander in Chief of Kenyan Navy,
County Commissioner of Mombasa
and other Kenyan authorities. During
meetings,
Mission
Commander
conveyed sincere regards from Chief
of the Naval Staff, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi to the people of
Kenya in general and Kenyan Navy in
particular. Both the sides displayed
commitment and desire on further
expanding and enhancing brotherly
relations between the two countries.
Mission Commander also highlighted
Pakistan’s sacrifices in fight against
terrorism and Pakistan Navy’s
initiatives for ensuring maritime
security and safety. A reception
dinner was also hosted onboard
Pakistan Navy Ship. Senior Officers
of Kenya Navy along with a large
number of diplomatic corps and
prominent local community attended
the event.
Heading towards northeast of
African Region & while achieving
milestones
during
Overseas
Deployment, Pakistan Navy Ships
were extended a warm welcome by
Seychelles authorities during visit to
Port Victoria. Mission Commander
along with Commanding Officers
of Pakistan Navy Ships called on
Vice President of the Republic of
Seychelles, Chief of Seychelles
Defense Forces and other prominent
authorities. During meetings, Mission
Commander
conveyed
sincere
regards from Chief of the Naval Staff,
Admiral Zafar Mahmood Abbasi to
the people of Seychelles in general
and Seychelles Coast Guard in
particular. Both the sides displayed
commitment and desire on further
expanding and enhancing brotherly

relations between the two countries.
Mission Commander also highlighted
Pakistan’s sacrifices in fight against
terrorism and Pakistan Navy’s
initiatives for ensuring maritime
security and safety.
During visit to ports of Tanzania and
Kenya, as gesture of goodwill free
Medical Camps were established
off ports by team of Pakistan Navy
doctors and paramedics. The camps
provided medical treatment and
medicines to local patients. Patients
were also treated onboard Pakistan
Navy Ship MOAWIN, which is fitted
with state of art medical facilities.
Establishment of Medical Camps
by Pakistan Navy was widely
appreciated
and
generated
tremendous
goodwill
amongst
local populace. Overall, the Medical
Camps provided treatment and
medicines to more than 10000 local
patients in the host countries.
The port visits to all the host
countries were amply utilized
to update the dignitaries in host
countries about the deteriorating
situation in the Indian Occupied
Jammu & Kashmir. A documentary
depicting the atrocities & grave
human rights violations being
committed by the Indian Armed
Forces and plight of the Kashmiris
were screened during the events
which were well received by the
attendees.
The deployment of Pakistan Navy
Ships to Africa is aimed at further
strengthening friendly ties with
African
countries,
enhancing
naval
collaboration,
extending
humanitarian
assistance
and
developing interoperability with the
host navies.
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Pakistan and
Oman are
tied in eternal
bonds of
friendship
and
brotherhood
Pakistan
Navy
flotilla
comprising
Pakistan
Navy
Ships RAHNAWARD, GWADAR
and Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency (PMSA) Ship DASHT visited
Muscat, Oman as part of Overseas
Deployment.
Upon arrival at Muscat port, visiting
Pakistan Navy and PMSA Ships
were extended warm welcome by
Royal Navy of Oman. During stay
at the port, Mission Commander
along with Commanding Officers
of visiting ships called on Director
General Operations & Plans at
Headquarters of the Chief of Staff
of Sultan’s Armed Forces (COSSAF)
and Commanding Officer Said
Bin Sultan Naval Base, Wudam.
During interactions, the Mission
Commander conveyed sincere
regards from Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi for the people of Oman
in general and the Royal Navy of
Oman in particular. Both the sides
displayed commitment and desire
to further augment and expand
naval collaborations in various
domains. Mission Commander also
highlighted Pakistan’s sacrifices
in fight against terrorism and
Pakistan
Navy’s
contribution
towards maritime security and
safety of global commons.
A reception dinner was also hosted

onboard
PNS
RAHNAWARD.
Senior officers of Royal Navy of
Oman along with prominent local
community attended the event. On
the occasion, Mission Commander
highlighted
the
deteriorating
situation in Indian Occupied
Kashmir (IoK) and grave human
rights violations being perpetrated
by the Indian Armed Forces
against innocent people of loK. He
also underscored the illegality of
the Indian annexation of loK and
violation of its disputed status
as per resolutions of the United
Nations.
Pakistan and Oman are tied
in eternal bonds of friendship
and brotherhood. The ongoing
deployment of Pakistan Navy and
PMSA Ships to Oman will further
strengthen the friendly ties with
the brotherly country and enhance
Pakistan Navy’s bilateral relations
with Royal Navy of Oman in diverse
avenues.
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Pakistan Navy hosted 6th bilateral
exercise ‘Sea Guardians-2020’
being
conducted
between
Pakistan
and
PLA
Navies.
Chinese Flotilla comprising naval
platforms/ assets along with PLA
(Navy) Marines Corps Detachment
participated in the exercise.
Deputy Commander of Southern
Theatre
Command PLA, Vice
Admiral Dong Jun graced the
occasion of opening and Closing
Ceremonies of sixth bilateral
exercise Sea Guardians-2020 as
Chief Guest. Commander Pakistan
Fleet, Vice Admiral Asif Khaliq was
also present at the occasion.
While addressing the ceremony,
Vice Admiral Asif Khaliq welcomed
the Chinese officers and personnel,
alluding to the evergreen, warm
and eternally cordial relations
between the two countries in
general and navies in particular.
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While underscoring the importance
of immaculate & sound planning
during the exercise, the Admiral
hoped that this exercise will prove
to be another stepping stone in
augmenting interoperability and
strategic cooperation between
both the navies.
Earlier,

Deputy

Commander

of

Southern Theatre Command PLA,
Vice Admiral Dong Jun thanked
Pakistan Navy for extending
warm hospitality to visiting naval
platforms/ assets of PLA (Navy).
He hoped that this exercise
will further enhance bilateral
relationships
and
cooperation
between the two countries in
general and navies in particular.

During
the
exercise
‘Sea
Guardians-2020’, Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Zafar Mahmood
Abbasi also visited PLA (Navy)
Flag Ship YINCHUAN. Upon his
arrival onboard PLA (Navy) Ship
YINCHUAN, the Naval Chief was
warmly welcomed by Deputy
Commander PLA Southern Theatre
Command Vice Admiral Dong Jun.
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A smartly turned out contingent
presented Guard of Honour to the
Naval Chief and was given briefing
onboard. Thereafter, Admiral Zafar
Mahmood Abbasi had a meeting with
Deputy Commander PLA Southern
Theatre
Command
Vice
Admiral
Dong Jun where matters of mutual
interest
came
under
discussion.
Naval Chief highlighted that exercise
Sea Guardians is a manifestation of
treasured friendship and mutual trust

that exists between the two countries
and the exercise carried forward our
relationship to new heights of glory. He
further said that the exercise is aimed
at not only countering maritime threats
together but also solidifying the common
resolve of both the navies of ensuring
regional peace and security. He further
expressed his hope that regular conduct
of such exercises would further enhance
the cooperation and interoperability
between the two navies.
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Later, Chief of the Naval
Staff also interacted with the
PLA (Navy) ship’s crew and
appreciated their professional
competence and morale. Deputy
Commander
PLA
Southern
Theatre Command Vice Admiral
Dong Jun thanked Naval Chief
for his visit onboard PLA (Navy)
Ship.
Exercise Sea Guardians-2020
spanning over nine days was
designed to share professional
experiences on contemporary

and non-traditional threats as
well as to enhance bilateral
cooperation and interoperability
between the two navies. In
the exercise, Pakistan Navy
and PLA (Navy) Flotilla carried
out advance level joint drills
and naval maneuvers in North
Arabian Sea. The harbour and
sea activities of the exercise
were also witnessed by senior
officials from both navies.
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Amen Razzaq Butt
variety of quality fish which has
an important role in the exportbased
economy
despite
its
negligible share in GDP i.e.
approximately 0.14%, which can
be increased manifold if best
practices are ensured by all
stakeholders.

There is a continuous increasing
trend in the international fish
trade. But, there are numerous
challenges being faced by the
marine fisheries in Pakistan. It
is fact that the development of
marine fisheries has provided extra
edge to many nations with its
significant contribution in their GDP.
Fish generates foreign exchange
thus considered the most precious
commodity. According to Food and

Agriculture Organization (FAO)
report 2004, marine fishery is
the main source of livelihood and
poverty alleviation for coastal
communities worldwide. In Asia,
there are 21 million fishermen and
18.9 million fish farmers.
If we discuss the case of
Pakistan’s marine fisheries then
it’s pretty clear that the Pakistani
maritime zone is blessed with rich
biodiversity including abundant

There are issues of fish stock in
marine waters. According to FAO
report, 70% of fish stock among
12 of 16 FAO’s global statistical
regions are fully or over-exploited.
The same scenario has prevailed
in Pakistan too as available data
shows a continuous decreasing/or
stagnant trend in fish production
for
which
erroneous
and
manipulated data could be the
major reason.
It is evident from my recent visits
to Korangi, Karachi and Gadani
fish harbours that harmful fishing
gears i.e. Gujja, Gillnet, and many
more dangerous nets are in
practice which is depleting juvenile
stock. Among others, unhygienic
condition at harbours due to
untreated industrial and domestic
effluent, shrinking of mangroves
due to tempering of environment
and high mortality ratio due to lack
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of proper and healthy seeds, illegal
jetties and redundant traditional
practices for storage/processing
are the key reasons behind the
decline of reported fish production/
export.
It is a matter of grave concern
for the customs procedures and
income tax net that unreported fish
landing is being practiced through
illegal jetties which are neither
owned/ or licenced by provincial
nor the federal government,
maybe having loose links with
Boat registration and issuance of
a fishing license. Approximately
more than 23000 fishing boats are
registered with Mercantile Marine
Department (MMD) whereas the
actual number at sea is conflicting.
Regarding best practices, it was
learned during my recent visit to
China’s coastal belt areas that the
Chinese government has overcome
these kinds of issues in an
innovative way. Chinese practices
include Mari-aqua and polyculture
techniques, breeding of new
strains with disease resistance,
establishment of high-health seed
stock, establishment of healthy
culture systems, fast diagnosis
and checking techniques for
disease, vaccination, development
of high-quality feed and additives
with
ecosystem
optimization
techniques. There are about 20278
recorded marine species in China,
including 3032 finfish species, 1923
snails and shellfishes, 734 crabs,
546 shrimps, and 790 seaweed.
Marine biological species in China
account for about 10% of the world’s
total.

In 2018, total value of fisheries
based economy in China reached
approximately 368 Billion US$,
accounting
for
approximately
2.87% of GDP of that year. The
fisher-folk population of China in
2018 was 18.79 million; among
which 6.18 million persons were
traditional fishermen and 13.26
million persons were practitioners.
Per capita net income of fishing
families of China was 2826 US$/
annum in 2018, an increase of
7.76% over the previous year.
In order to protect its marine
fisheries resources, China has
adopted the strategy of “zero
growth” for offshore fishing for
more than 10 years. Ocean catch
is basically maintained at the level
year 2000 baseline. China has
enhanced its control over the
number of fishing vessels and
fishing
gears
as
well
as
horsepower and strengthened the
implementation of fishing license
system, further reduced the use
of fishing methods such as trawl
netting and stow netting that post
great threat to resources.
In a nutshell, this sector needs a
prompt response at federal and
provincial levels in Pakistan. FY
2020-21 Budget Planning Cycle is
already started, so, it is right time
for the Fisheries Development
Board, GoP to rationalize proper
budget provision for mariculture
development and also explore the
PPP avenues which would help in
uplifting the livelihood of coastal
communities apart from increase
of sectoral share in national GDP to
a greater extent.

In
addition,
ensure
proper
monitoring systems on fishing
vessels, ban on illegal jetties,
establish fish catch data reporting
system, promote mariculture,
empower
fishermen
through
SME development and adopt
latest technologies such as being
practiced in China for the overall
fishery system from catch to
processing and export. The
government should put into
practice proper vocational training
centers for the capacity building
of fishermen. Exposure visits to
China’s fishery would add value
to the training of all actors in the
overall value chain involved.

