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Unique Honour

Rear Admiral (Retd) Syed Abid Mujtaba, HI (M), S.Bt (P No 777)
PROUD RECIPIENT OF THE FIRST - EVER QUEEN’S GOLD MEDAL
AWARDED TO A NON-UK MIDSHIPMAN

CAREER HIGHLIGHTS
Rear Admiral (Retd) Syed Abid Mujtaba, was the first-ever full time Chief Cadet at
the Cadet Training school PNS HIMALAYA. He passed out from Britannia Royal Naval
College (BRNC), Dartmouth, at the top of (Class of 1958) and was also presented a
Sword by the C in C Pakistan Navy.
The Admiral graduated from the Royal Naval College, Greenwich, UK and NDC,
Islamabad. He is lifetime member of the Royal Corps of Naval Constructors, United
Kingdom. He was Project Oﬀicer for first ever construction of Midget Submarines
in Pakistan and Daphne Class Submarine construction at Lorient, France. He
also remained Project Manager for first ever refit in Pakistan of the Daphne Class
Submarines in 1973.
The important assignments of the Rear Admiral (Retd) Syed Abid Mujtaba
included; Director Projects for Indigenous Construction of missile-carrying attack
craft for PN and friendly navies, Assistant Chief of Naval Staﬀ (Technical), Director
General Technical Inspection & Development, General Manager PN Dockyard,
Commander Logistics, DG Naval Port Project, DG S/M Overhaul Complex Project
and Managing Director Bahria Foundation.
Source: PN History Cell
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TUGHRIL
and

The Induction ceremony
of PNS TUGHRIL, first of
four Type 054-A/P, multi
role frigates and 10 x Sea
King helicopters was held
at PN Dockyard, Karachi.
Honourable President of
Pakistan Dr. Arif Alvi graced
the occasion as Chief
Guest. Upon arrival, Chief
of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan
Niazi received the Chief
Guest while a smartly turned
out contingent of Pakistan
Navy presented him Guard of
Honour.
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The contract for four multirole frigates (Type 054-A/P)
for Pakistan Navy was signed
between Pakistan and China in
June 2018.
PNS TUGHRIL, the lead ship of
Type 054-A/P has been inducted
into PN fleet along with Sea King
helicopters gifted by the state of
Qatar.
During the welcome address,
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi
underlined that induction of PNS
TUGHRIL and Sea King helicopters
would further augment PN combat
capabilities in safeguarding
territorial integrity and
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maritime interests of Pakistan. The
Naval Chief also elaborated the
role of Pakistan Navy in promoting
peace and stability in the region
through various maritime
initiatives.
The Chief Guest commended
the induction of state of the
art ship PNS TUGHRIL and Sea
King Helicopters in PN Fleet.
He expressed satisfaction and
confidence that potent and highly
capable Pakistan Navy Fleet and
its air arm will continue promoting
peace and stability in line with
Government’s policy
while devotedly
guarding

our maritime frontiers. The
President of Pakistan stressed
the need of well equipped Fleet
with surface, air and sub-surface
platforms to safeguard sea
frontiers under the challenging
security environment. The Chief
Guest underscored that Pakistan is
a land of peace and urges security
and stability in the region.
During his address, honourable
President congratulated all those
involved in the Frigate and Sea
King Helicopter Projects. Chief
Guest emphasized that such
projects are manifestation of the
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trust and mutual cooperation that
exists with our time tested friends.
Later, the Chief Guest handed over
traditional Ship’s scroll and

aircraft documents to Commander
Pakistan Fleet followed by prayers
from Almighty.
The ceremony was attended by
worthy guests from Embassies of
China & Qatar, Governor Sindh and
serving/ retired officers of Triservices.

The President of Pakistan commended
the induction of state of the art ship
PNS TUGHRIL & SEA KING HELICOPTERS
in PN Fleet and expressed satisfaction
that potent and highly capable Pakistan
Navy will continue promoting peace
and stability
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Commander
Royal Navy Of

Oman
and

Tanzanian
Navy Commander
Visit Naval
Headquarters
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Commander Royal Navy of
Oman Rear Admiral Saif Bin
Nasser Bin Mohsin Al Rahbi
called on Chief of the Naval
Staff Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi at Naval
Headquarters, Islamabad. Upon
arrival, Commander Royal Navy
of Oman was received by Naval
Chief. A smartly turned out
contingent of Pakistan Navy
presented Guard of Honour
to the visiting dignitary and
he was then introduced to
Principal Staff Officers at Naval
Headquarters.
Commander Royal Navy of
Oman called on Chief of the
Naval Staff and deliberated
matters of mutual interest,
regional security situation and
scope of military cooperation
including defence, training
and security between the
two countries. The Naval
Chief highlighted Pakistan
Navy initiatives for ensuring
maritime security and peace
in the region through Regional
Maritime Security Patrols.
The visiting dignitary lauded
Pakistan Navy’s efforts and
commitments in support of
collaborative maritime security
in the region. Commander Royal
Navy of Oman was also briefed
regarding Pakistan Navy roles
and operational capabilities.
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Visiting dignitaries lauded
Pakistan Navy ’s efforts and
commitments in support
of collaborative maritime
security in the region

Tanzania Navy Commander,
Rear Admiral Michael
Mwanandenja Mumanga visited
Naval Headquarters, Islamabad
and called on Chief of the Naval
Staff, Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi.
Upon arrival, the visiting
dignitary was received by Chief
of the Naval Staff. A smartly
turned out contingent of
Pakistan Navy presented him
Guard of Honour. After wreath
laying at shuhada monument,
the dignitary was introduced to
the Principal Staff Officers at
Naval Headquarters.
Rear Admiral Michael
Mwandenje Mumanga called
on Chief of the Naval Staff in
his office and discussed various
matters of maritime security
and mutual interest including
bilateral collaboration. Chief
of the Naval Staff highlighted
Pakistan Navy’s contributions
for ensuring maritime security
and peace in the region. Both
the dignitaries agreed on
further enhancing mutual
interactions in diversified
military domains.
The recent visits of Commander
Royal Navy of Oman and
Tanzania Navy Commander are
expected to further enhance
bilateral collaboration between
the countries in general and
Navies in particular.
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PN

FLOTILLA
VISITS OMAN
Ahmed Bilgrami and
Mission Commander
called on Chief of
Sultan’s Armed Forces
and Commander
Royal Navy of
Oman. During the
interactions, matters
of mutual interests
were discussed and
enhancement of
bilateral ties in all
spheres was reaffirmed.

Pakistan Navy Ships RAH
NAWARD & MADADGAR along
with PN Submarine HAMZA
visited Port Sultan Bin Qaboos
of Oman as part of overseas
deployment. Upon arrival at
port, Pakistan Navy Flotilla was
received by Defence Attaché of
Pakistan at Oman and officials
from Royal Navy of Oman (RNO).
During the visit, Commander
Pakistan Fleet Vice Admiral Ovais
08

Commander
Pakistan Fleet
conveyed
good wishes
of Chief of
the Naval Staff
Admiral Muhammad
Amjad Khan Niazi for the people
of Oman in general and the
Royal Navy of Oman in particular.
Mission Commander along with
Commanding Officer also called

on Commander
Said Bin Sultan Naval Base
and DG Ops and Plans of Royal
Navy of Oman.
During the port stay, various
bilateral activities including
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exchange visits onboard
afloat units, orientation visits
of military installations and
coordination meetings were
undertaken.
Upon completion of visit, PNS
RAH NAWARD participated
in sailing exercise with Royal
Navy of Oman Sail Training
Ship, RNOV SHABAB. The event
provided a unique training
opportunity for onboard trainees
of both navies.
The port visit of PN Flotilla
to Muscat, Oman is expected
to augment existing close
diplomatic ties and cordial
relations between the two
countries.
09
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HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE
During the port visit, Mission
Commander along with
Commanding Officer of PNS
ALAMGIR called-on Cabinet
Secretary of Defence of Kenya and
Deputy Commander of Kenyan
Navy. During the interactions,
matters of mutual interests were
discussed and enhancement of
bilateral ties in all spheres was reaffirmed.

Pakistan Navy Ship ALAMGIR,
being on overseas deployment
visited prominent ports of Turky
and Africa including Port of
Algiers, Algeria, while ports stay
at Dakar, Senegal, Tema, Ghana,
Lagos, Nigeria, Tanzania and
Kenya the ship also established
free Medical Camps as good will
gesture. The current deployment
is aimed at fostering friendly ties
with African Countries, enhancing
naval collaboration, extending
humanitarian assistance and
developing interoperability with
the host

10

Navies. During PNS ALAMGIR
deployment to African continent
since November 2021, over 15000
patients were provided treatment
and medicine in five countries.
During PNS ALAMGIR visit to
Mombasa, Kenya, the ship was
received by High Commissioner
of Pakistan at Kenya,
Defence Attaché of
Pakistan and senior
officials from Kenyan
Navy.

As a goodwill gesture and to
extend humanitarian assistance,
a free Medical Camp was
established by Pakistan Navy at
Mombasa, Kenya. A specialized
team of Pakistan Navy doctors and
paramedics provided medical
treatment and
medicines to over
5400 patients.
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The implementation of COVID-19
SOPs was ensured during the
Medical Camp. Establishment of
free Medical Camp by Pakistan
Navy was widely appreciated by
the local populace.
During visit to Dar Es Salaam,
Tanzania the Ship was received by
Naval & Air Attache of Pakistan at
Tanzania and senior officials from
Tanzanian Navy.
During the port visit, the Mission
Commander and Commanding
Officer of the ship called-on Naval
Operations & Training Officer
Tanzanian Navy and Chief of
Medical Services Tanzanian People
Defence Force (TPDF). During the
interactions, matters of mutual
interests were discussed and
enhancement of bilateral ties
in all spheres was re-affirmed.
Mission Commander also extended
gratitude for the whole-hearted
support provided by Tanzanian
authorities for visit of PN Ship. The
High Commissioner of Pakistan at
Tanzania also visited onboard PNS
ALAMGIR.
Besides, a Free Medical Camp was
established by Pakistan Navy at
Dar Es Salaam as goodwill gesture
and to extend humanitarian

assistance. A medical team
of Pakistan Navy comprising
specialized doctors and
paramedics provided
medical treatment/
consultations and
medicines to over
2500 patients. The
implementation of
COVID-19 SOPs were
ensured during the entire
activity. The
establishment
of free Medical
Camp was
widely
appreciated
by the locals.
On completion
of port visit,
PNS ALAMGIR
participated in a
bilateral naval exercise
with Tanzanian Navy
Ship PENGUSI
to enhance
interoperability
between the
two navies.

of cooperation, strengthening
bilateral ties and developing
interoperability with African
countries.

PNS ALAMGIR
visit to African
countries is in-line
with Government of
Pakistan policy to ‘Engage Africa’
that seeks to explore new avenues

MEDICAL CAMPS
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LAUNCHING OF

The Launching ceremony of 4th
ship of Type-054 A/P Class Frigate
constructed for Pakistan Navy was
held at Hudong Zhonghua (HZ)
Shipyard, Shanghai, China.
The first Type-054

A/P ship namely PNS TUGHRIL
has been commissioned and
arrived in Pakistan. Type-054
A/P Frigates will be one of the
most technologically advanced
surface platforms of Pakistan Navy
Fleet, fitted with latest
surface, subsurface,
anti-air weapon
systems, Combat
Management System
and Sensors. The
induction of these
ships will enhance

Pakistan Navy Fleet’s war
fighting capabilities; contribute in
maintaining peace, stability and
power equilibrium in the Indian
Ocean Region.
While addressing at the Launching
ceremony, Chief Naval Overseer
Commodore Rashid Mehmood
Sheikh lauded the support by
PLA (Navy), China Shipbuilding
Trading Company (CSTC) and HZ
Shipyard for timely completion of
this important milestone project
despite COVID-19 pandemic. The
ceremony was attended by senior
officials of PLA (Navy), CSTC and
HZ Shipyard.
Successful launching of 4th Ship of
the series is a testimony of deep
rooted defence and diplomatic
Sino-Pak relations.
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PAKISTAN NAVY ASSUMES Command of

MULTINATIONAL COMBINED
MARITIME TASK FORCE-150

Pakistan Navy assumed the
Command of Combined Maritime
Task Force 150 (CTF-150) for the
12th tenure during a Ceremony held
at Headquarter of US Naval Forces
Central Command (US NAVCENT)
Bahrain. Capt Brendon Clark of
Royal New Zealand Navy handed
over the Command to Commodore
Vaqar Muhammad of Pakistan
Navy.
CTF-150 is one of the three Task
Forces operating within the ambit
of Combined Maritime Forces
(CMF) in Indian Ocean Region. The
mission of Task Force is to promote
maritime security in order to
counter terrorist acts and related
illegal activities perpetrated by the
terrorists’ networks.

Pakistan Navy had the distinction
to Command CTF-150 for
eleven times earlier that is
manifestation of the trust reposed
in Pakistan Navy by the coalition
partners. Over the years, while
protecting Pakistan’s maritime
interests, Pakistan Navy has also
been actively participating in
international coalition operations
to ensure peace and maritime
security in the region.
While addressing at the ceremony,
the newly appointed Commander
Combined Task Force 150
(CCTF-150), Commodore Vaqar
Muhammad assured that his team
is fully geared up to shoulder
this prestigious responsibility
to contribute towards Maritime

Security and stability in the
region. He lauded the outgoing
Captain Brendon Clark of Royal
New Zealand Navy for their
dedicated efforts to achieve the
set objectives during his tenure of
Command.
The change of command ceremony
was attended by Ambassador
of Pakistan to Bahrain Mr
Muhammad Ayub, Ambassador of
New Zealand to Bahrain Mr Barney
Riley, Commander Combined
Maritime Forces (CMF) Vice
Admiral Charles Bradford Cooper
and other distinguished civil and
military guests including senior
diplomats and representatives of
several other navies operating with
CMF.
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REGIONAL MARITIME
SECURITY PATROLS
VISITS OMAN
& BAHRAIN
Muhammad Yousif Al Asam, Acting
Commander Bahrain Coast Guard
Brigadier Hamad Bin Mohamed
Al Khalifa, Deputy Commander
Bahrain Coast Guard Brigadier
Jasim Mohamed Al Gatam. During
the meetings, matters of mutual
interests and cooperation were
discussed. Commanding Officer
highlighted Pakistan’s efforts
Pakistan Navy Ship TABUK
visited Manama, Bahrain
and Port Duqm, Oman during
Regional Maritime Security Patrols
(RMSP). Upon arrival at Mina
Salman port, PN Ship was received
by Ambassador of Pakistan HE
Mr Muhammad Ayub along with
Commander Combined Task Force
150 Cdre Vaqar Muhammad,
Naval & Air Attaché of Pakistan at
KSA and officials from Pakistan &
Bahrain Naval forces.
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During
stay at
port, Commanding
Officer PNS TABUK Captain
Muhammad Umair called on
Commander Royal Bahrain Naval
Forces (RBNF) Rear Admiral

in promoting peace and
security in the region and PN’s
firm resolve to deal with emerging
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challenges in maritime domain. He
also highlighted the significance of
Kashmir issue and its settlement in
accordance with UNSC resolution
for ensuring peace and prosperity
in the region.
The Commanding Officer PNS
TABUK also called on Deputy

Captain Brendon Clarke (New
Zealand) outgoing CCTF 150 and
Captain Mohammed Ismail Al
Tarawnch (Jordan) CCTF 151.

of Royal Navy Oman (RNO) and
Director of commercial and port
operations of Duqm. During the
interactions, matters of mutual
interests were discussed and

During visit to Port Duqm, Oman
PNS TABUK was received by
Defence Attaché of Pakistan
at Oman and

enhancement of bilateral ties in all
spheres was re-affirmed.

Commander Combined Maritime
Force Cdre Aldrain Fryer (UK),

officials from Royal
Navy of Oman (RNO). In
the course of visit, Commanding
Officer of PNS TABUK called on
Central Naval Area Commander

Commanding Officer PNS TABUK
also conveyed sincere regards from
Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi for
the people of Bahrain and Oman
in general and their navies in
particular.
15
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BAHRIA
UNIVERSITY

LAHORE CAMPUS

HOLDS CONVOCATION
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Bahria University held its 2nd Convocation Ceremony
at Lahore. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral
Muhammad Amjad Khan Niazi graced the occasion
as Chief Guest and awarded Medals and Merit
Certificates to the students having outstanding
achievements in academics.
In total 632 degrees were awarded to Undergraduate
and Graduate students. Overall 23 students were
awarded Gold Medals and 19 students received
Silver Medals for achieving positions in respective
academic disciplines/ programs.
Chief of the Naval Staff congratulated the students
and appreciated their academic performance. The
Admiral lauded the efforts of Bahria University for
providing exceptional knowledge skills to students in
respective disciplines that will enable them to lead a
professionally rewarding life. Naval Chief emphasized
universities to expand strategic networking with
Multinational Corporations, public and private sectors
and research-based institutions.
Rector Bahria University Vice Admiral (Retd) Kaleem
Shaukat also highlighted the efforts & initiatives of
Bahria University for providing conducive academic
environment for the students. He apprised that
government has accorded approval for construction
of a full-fledged Bahria University Lahore Campus
during current financial year.
The Convocation ceremony was attended by senior
naval officers, Bahria University officials, and parents
of the graduating students.
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P M S A CO N D U CTS E X E R C I S E

BARRACUDA
Today the world faces paramount
challenges related to the use
of fossil fuels. Environmental
pollution, the reality of
anthropogenic climate change and
the potential hazards associated
with oil and gas have induced
policy-makers to draft ambitious
plans for transitions to renewable

alternatives. As far Pakistan is
concerned, 1050 km long coastline
and the EEZ with 2,90,000 sq.
km provides invaluable untapped
and unexplored hydrocarbon
reserves, minerals, fish stocks and
other marine resources. However,
in contemporary progressive
technological era, Pakistan being
a developing country has become
more dependent upon oil-based
products to ensure streamlined
economic and industrial growth.
Moreover, optimal utilization
of Ports, uninterrupted
marine traffic flow while
ensuring perseverance
of marine ecosystem
remains paramount
18

challenges at national level
Pakistan imports huge quantities
of oil and considerable amount
of hazardous chemicals to
meet its energy and industrial
requirements. Hence, there
is a grave risk of oil /chemical
pollution in our port areas
including approaches and
adjacent coastal waters.
Pakistan being a party to the
United Nations Convention on
the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS)
also has an obligation to
protect and preserve the
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marine environment. To rehearse
responses as per National
Marine Disaster Contingency
Plan, Pakistan Maritime Security
Agency conducts annual oil spill
exercise, code named BARRACUDA,
which provides all stakeholders
a common platform to practice
response mechanism. PMSA has
so far conducted 10 series of
BARRACUDA Exercises. In last
exercise of BARRACUDA series, 11
countries and 32 x national stake
holders/ agencies participated
in the exercise to broaden the
spectrum and enhance
regional
cooperation.

The 11 edition of the exercise
held, from 11 to 13 January 2022,
whereby 16 foreign observers
of 12 countries and national
stakeholders carried out joint
drills to rehearse mechanism for
preparedness against oil spill
incidents.
Pakistan Maritime Security Agency,

being the only maritime law
enforcement agency of the country
is equipped with the state of the
art & technologically advanced
vessels to effectively

handle any kind of eventuality at
sea. PMSA not only undertakes
SAR operations, anti-narcotics
& anti-smuggling operations,
anti-poaching operations and
fishing regulations but also
plays a paramount role while
ensuring perseverance of marine
environment. Marine ecosystem is

being monitored through regular
patrolling of Marine Protected
Areas, Control Boarding operations
onboard merchant vessels
to ensure compliance with
international and national
regulations, Port State
Control Measures, continuous
surveillance of harbour against
any environmental hazard and
through collaborative training &
rehearsing response mechanism
against any oil spill incidents.

19

Navy News

FOREIGN DIGNITARIES
VISIT NHQ

Chief of the Naval Staff
exchanging views with
Deputy Chief of Turkish
General Staff. Matters of
mutual interest including
bilateral collaboration
were discussed during the
interaction.

Ambassador of Tunisia to
Pakistan, H.E Mr Borhene
El kamel exchanging views
with Naval Chief. Both the
dignitaries discussed matters
of mutual interest including
bilateral cooperation.

Brigadier Staff (Navy) of UAE
called on Chief of the Naval
Staff and deliberated matters
of regional maritime security
situation and scope of bilateral
cooperation.
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Muhammad Azam Khan

In its introduction, the latest (2021)
‘Strategic Survey’ published by
the distinguished London based
International Institute for Strategic
Studies notes, ‘geopolitics is
driven by changes in the ability of
states to use and resist power’.
The first, its adds, depends on
power resources, and the second
on domestic resilience’. Geopolitics,
the application of
the influence of
political and economic
geography on politics,
national power and
foreign policy of a
state, nevertheless shapes in
a given strategic environment.
Being a combination of geographic
and political factors, geopolitics
influence or delineates a country
or a region in a given environment.
The variables then model national
security and foreign policies of a
country.
It would be rather hard to use
a single expression in defining
the present day world. There are
multitude factors and features
driving the developing geopolitics,
building alliances and rising
22

realignments.
These portend
a new area on
planet. Some are
nonetheless more striking
than others. A fierce great
power competition, technology
driven direct and indirect wars,
regional conflicts, receding
globalization, fading
multilateralism, climate
change, expanding
alliances, hyper
nationalism and above
all
rapidly increasing food
scarcity to feed large populations
prompting a fundamental shift
in strategic gaze from land to
sea by nations are only some
of the unmistakable evolving
phenomenon. Add to all this has
been the terrible impact of COVID
pandemic. lt shattered many an
economy, wrecked intercontinental
transportation at sea that
underpinned globalization and is

redefining
human
life besides
interstate
relations. What is
more, pandemic has even
induced a rethinking on the
conventional methods of warfare
on land and more importantly, at
sea.
Yet alongside all such tumultuous
developments, one defining
feature, long predicted by eminent
scholars has been the centrality
of Indian Ocean and navies in
the power politics of twenty first
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century. ‘The Indian Ocean area will
be the true nexus of world power
and conflict in the coming years’,
thus wrote Robert Kaplan in his
masterpiece, Monsoon, published
in 2010. Even before that, in a 1954
article in Proceeding the journal of
US Naval Institute, a young Harvard
academic Samuel P. Huntingtion
counselled a struggling US Navy
then facing a draw down in its
strength in following words:
“The resources which a service
is able to obtain in it democratic
society are a fuss lion of the public
support of that service. The service
has the responsibility to develop
this necessary support, and it
can only do this if it possesses a
strategic concept which clearly
formulates its relationship to the
national security” (Kaplan, Marco
Polo’s World, 2018,63)
Closer to home, a small robust and
agile Pakistan Navy (PN) continues
to play a central role in preserving
maritime order in large swathes of
the western Indian Ocean.
This has been enduring practice
since 2003 when PN first joined

Combined Maritime Forces steered
by US Navy Central (US NAVCENT
5th Fleet, CENTCOM). This presence
has meant uninterrupted flow of
legitimate international commerce
travelling on crucial maritime
highways both, close to Makran
coast of Pakistan and in distant
waters along East West route. PN
has largely disrupted networks of
criminal cartels and terror outfits
previously drawing advantage of
large unregulated ocean spaces.
The influence and swift filling up
of maritime strategic space by PN
at a critical time following 2001
operation ‘Enduring Freedom’,
averted a vacuum which could
have been easily occupied by some
other country. This has ever since
raised the profile of Pakistan Navy
amongst international navies and
across the globe. The centrality
of Pakistan Navy in the maritime
security of the region can be
measured from the fact that as of
today it has commanded Combined
Task Force (CTF) 150, one of the
three multinational task forces
operated by Combined Maritime
Forces under US Navy Central
Command, for a record 12 times

since 2003.
The Task Force (150) conducts
maritime security operations
to disrupt criminal and terror
organisations as well as their allied
illicit activities. Its area of operations
includes some of the world’s busiest
shipping lanes and spans over two
million square miles encompassing
Red Sea, Gulf of Aden, Indian Ocean
and Gulf of Oman. Each Command
tour generally rotates between
participating nations on a four
monthly basis. Apart from this
significant achievement, Pakistan
Navy has commanded another task
force, 151 on 9 different occasions
since 2005. This task force was
originally raised to quell Somali
piracy that had become a bane for
the international shipping transiting
close to Gulf of Aden.
In the above backdrop, it is no
surprise that Pakistan Navy was
recently invited to participate in
another US maritime endeavour
called International Maritime
Exercise (short-titled IMX-22). The
ongoing (February 2022) exercise
involves 60 nations, over 50 major
combatants and variety of other
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platforms including unmanned
aerial, surface and sub-surface
vehicles. It aims to enhance
interoperability with regional
navies and thus contribute towards
maritime security inclusive of
responses to counter threats in
prevalent geo-political environment.
In the exercise, there are five
different groups conducting variety
of drills in distinctly separate
and widely dispersed maritime
geographic theatres of Gulf of
Oman, Arabian Gulf and the Red Sea.
Pakistan Navy has been conferred
the unique privilege to be deputy
commander in IMX 22 under US
Combined Task Force. This is a
distinct honour and pride for the
country in a region where there are
numerous other powerful players.
The Section V of the recently
released National Security Policy
of Pakistan, deals with ‘Defence
and Territorial integrity. Under the
caption, ‘Maritime Competition’, it
says:
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The Indian Ocean is fast becoming
a space for contestation. The selfprofessed role of any one country as
a so-called “net-security provider”
in the wider Indian Ocean would
affect the region’s security and
economic interests negatively.
Multi-directional challenges in the
maritime domain include cyber
intrusion and surveillance of our
sea lines of communication along
the Indian Ocean, among others.
This requires a renewed focus on
strengthening Pakistan’s capabilities
to meet emerging challenges.
Protection of our Exclusive
Economic Zone, ensuring freedom
of navigation, and protection
against piracy will remain critically
important”
While it is refreshing to note that
the country’s gaze has finally veered
towards Indian Ocean, considered
as the emerging battle ground
in major power competition, let
us never forget that country’s
future economic fortunes are
indivisibly tied to the sea. It is
operationalization of Gwadar port

and movement of merchandise from
this place that will eventually bear
economic returns for Pakistan. In a
recently published scholarly work,
‘Belt and Road-A Chinese World
Order, the author, a fellow at Hudson
Institute notes, “-The other country
where the Belt and Road is already
having a significant impact-and one
central to its success - is Pakistan.
If Kazakhstan serves as China’s
gateway to Europe, Pakistan is its
gateway to the Indian Ocean “(Bruno
Macaes Hurst, London, 2020, 59).
And for the success of Gwadar, in
other words CPEC, Pakistan navy
needs untrammelled support of the
nation, media as much as backing
and right understanding by the
national security community. For a
nation to achieve victory in war, the
legendary 18th century Prussian
strategist, Clausewitz, identifies
three broad objectives the enemy
armed forces, the country, and
enemy’s will power. One hopes
that so-called self-professed
“net security provider” will not be
allowed to hold sway in the region.

Navy News

PN - USN

BILATERAL EXERCISE

United States (US) Navy Ships
SQUALL (PC-7) & WHIRLWIND (PC11) visited Karachi and conducted
bilateral exercise with Pakistan
Navy. Upon arrival at Karachi Port,
US Navy Ships were received by
senior officials of Pakistan Navy
and US Embassy with traditional
warmth and cordiality.
The US ships visit includes
bilateral exercise and professional

exchanges through meetings
and sessions at harbour. At sea
the US and Pakistan Navy ships
participated in Passage Exercise
including participation of Surface,
Air and Special Services elements.
The aim of the exercise was
to build synergy, strengthen
naval relationships and enhance
interoperability between the two
navies. At the culmination of

Passage Exercise, a joint patrolling
was conducted by ships of both
navies.
US Navy Ships visit to Pakistan and
bilateral exercise is a testimony
of PN resolve to work towards
regional peace. It is expected that
the visit will further promote the
existing cooperation between the
two countries in general and navies
in particular.
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PN RECKONER
EVENTS IN FEBRUARY
Source: PN History Cell

Feb 14, 1948
Feb 22, 1972

Feb 26, 1973
Feb 04, 1976
Feb 17, 1979
Feb 1980
Feb 18, 1982
Febr 1989
Feb 23, 1997
Feb 07, 2000
Feb 25, 2016
Feb 15, 2020
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RPN Frigate first cruise to Chittagong, East Pakistan
PNS RAJSHAHI (P140) entered Karachi Harbor at the conclusion of her ‘Daring
Voyage’ from Chittagong, on 16 December 1971 after breaking the Indian Navy
Blockade of that port. Inducted in to PATRON 10.
Commissioning of Fast Patrol Crafts PNS BAHAWALPUR (P-149) and SEHWAN
(P-148) and inducted into PN Fleet.
Inauguration of Maritime Headquarters (MHQ), with “computer assisted” coastal
surveillance system as Nerves Centre of PN Fleet.
The first of two AGOSTA class submarines, built at France, delivered to PN and
commissioned as PNS/ M HASHMAT (S-135).
Commissioning of second Agosta Class Submarine PNS/ M HURMAT (S-136)
at France.
The first successfull firing of SHAHGYU-I (SY-I missile) conducted at North
Arabian Sea.
Commissioning of 3 rd & 4 th Brooke/ Garcia Class ships PNS ASLAT (F-265) and
KHAIBAR (DDG-163).
Agreement signed with Postal Insurance Union for providing group insurance to
civilian employees of Pakistan Navy.
Bahria Univerity first campus estabilished at Islamabad.
Pakistan Navy conducted Exercise “TAHAFFUZ-E-SAHIL’ to validate Defence Plans for
Jinnah Naval Base Ormara.
Commissioning Ceremony of state of the art 2300 Tons Corvette PNS YARMOOK
(F-271) was held at Constanta Port, Romania.

